
YOUR

SFIGHT MEMORANDUM

DATE MAY 27 1977

TO BOB SHEEHAN

FROM PETE HENAULT

SUBJECT PCBSPCB

IN RESPONSE TO YOUR REQUEST OF LAST JANUARY MEMO SHEEHAN TO HENAULT
PCB JANUARY 14 1977 WE HAVE BEEN RESEARCHING THE ENVIRONMENTAL

ACCEPTABILITY OF PCB ALTERNATIVES BECAUSE OF THE CONSERVATION PROGRAM
AND 9TH FLOOR BRUSH FIRESFIRE THISTHI HAS NOT BEEN HIGH PRIORITY EFFORT WITH

US WE HAVE HOWEVER SPENT GOOD DEAL OF TIME ON IT DURING THE PAST

MONTH

AT FIRST WE GOT NO WHERE THE LOCAL OFFICE OF EPA TOLD US THAT LITTLE WAS

BEING DONE EXCEPT BY THE VENDORSVENDOR AND THAT THE TOXICOLOGIST HERE IN SEATTLE

WAS AS WELL INFORMED ON THE SUBJECT AS ANYONE WE KEPT CALLING AROUND AND

FINALLY FOUND SOMEBODY AT EPA HEADQUARTERSHEADQUARTER IN WASHINGTON WHO WAS MORE

KNOWLEDGEABLE AND REFERRED US TO VARIOUSVARIOU VENDORS

THE STATE OF OUR KNOWLEDGE AT THISTHI TIME IS SUMMARIZED IN THE ATTACHED

MEMORANDUM FROM MAURA ONEILL TO ME PLEASE NOTE THAT THE WESTINGHOUSE

PRODUCT WEMCOL WHICH UNDERSTAND WE HAVE PURCHASED THE MOST OF APPEARSAPPEAR
TO BE UNACCEPTABLE THE OTHER SUBSTITUTESSUBSTITUTE WHICH WE HAVE PURCHASED DIE
LEKTROL II AND SELECTROL APPEAR TO BE ACCEPTABLE

OUR RESEARCH IS NOT YET COMPLETE AND WE WILL KEEP YOU POSTED ON FURTHER

PROGRESS

ON RELATED PCB ISSUE WE WERE NOTIFIED THISTHI WEEK BY THE LOCAL EPA OFFICE

THAT THE RESULTSRESULT OF SAMPLESSAMPLE TAKEN FROM THE WELL AT THE BOTHELL SUBSTATION

INDICATE PCB LEVELSLEVEL OF PPB THISTHI IS NOT HAZARDOUSHAZARDOU LEVEL THE PRESENT
FDA STANDARD IS PPM TESTSTEST HOWEVER HAVE SHOWN THAT SMALL MAMMAL

REPRODUCTION AND OTHER CLASSIC SIGNSSIGN SUCH AS THE THINNING OF EGGSHELLSEGGSHELL ETC

STOP AT PCB CONCENTRATIONSCONCENTRATION OF PPM THE CHIEF TOXICOLOGIST AT THE EPA

RESEARCH CENTER IN EUGENE OREGON STATESSTATE THAT BECAUSE FISH ARE SUCH
EXCELLENT BIOACCUMULATORSBIOACCUMULATOR NO CONCENTRATION OF PCBSPCB IS TOO SMALL TO BE

HARMLESS

OUR CONCLUSION IS THAT THE EVIDENCE OF PCBSPCB IN THE DOMESTIC WATER SUPPLY AT

THE BOTHELL SUBSTATION IS NOT HEALTH HAZARD BUT DOESDOE DEMAND OUR SERIOUSSERIOU
ATTENTION AND SHOULD BE MONITORED CONCENTRATION FOLLOWING PERIODSPERIOD OF LOW

USE SUCH AS AFTER HOLIDAY WEEKEND ARE LIKELY TO BE SIGNIFICANTLY HIGHER
THAN PPB
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BOB SHEEHAN

MAY 27 1977
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THE INFORMATION ON THE BOTHELL SUBSTATION CAME FROM DENNISDENNI STEFANI OF EPA
ONE OF OUR CONTACT PEOPLE THERE HE STATED THAT HE WOULD BE SENDING US

CONFIRMATION IN WRITING SOON BY COPY OF THISTHI MEMO AM REFERRING THE

MATTER TO LEE PEHA FOR FURTHER ACTION IF SUCH ACTION IS DESIRABLE
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